PRONUNCIATION

SYLLABLE AND WORDS
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Exercises

How many syllables are there in these words? Write the number of syllables next to the word.

eyes[ why[d white[] write[] writing[] glass[] glasses [

university (] business (]  information
Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key.

Then listen and repeat these sentences.

1 D've got blue eyes. 6 Is this your glass?

2 I don’t know why. 7 1don’t wear glasses.

3 Black coffee or white? 8 Where’s the university?

4 Will you write to me? 9 Business is business.

5 What are you writing? 10 There’s the information office.

1 Which day of the week has three syllables?

2 How many syllables do the other days of the week have?
3 Which numbers between 1 and 20 have three syllables?
4 Which letter of the alphabet has more than one syllable?
5 Which months have only one syllable?

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Read this story and mark all the words that have two or three syllables.

| remember(3) once on my
first visit(2) to England( ),
soon after( ) | started( )
leaming( ) English( ), my

landlady( ) went shopping( )
and she came back with a
big bag full of things, but she
forgot( ) to buy some soup -
she needed( ) a tin of
tomato( ) soup. So | said, ‘1l
go to the shop and buy it for
you,’ because( ) | wanted( )
to be helpful( ) and it was a
chance to practise( ) my
English( ) a bit. So | went to
the little( ) shop round the
comer( ) and asked the
shopkeeper( ) for tomato( ) soup. But he seemed surprised( ), he didn't( ) understand( ), and |
repeated( ) again( ) and again( ) ‘soup, tomato( ) soup’ until( ) he gave me some red soap, and
1 realised( ) I'd confused( ) ‘soup’ and ‘soap’ and | was asking( ) for ‘tomato( ) soap" | felt
terrible( ), | wanted( ) to run out of the shop, but my landlady( ) wanted( ) her soup, so | said,
‘Thank you. And tomato( ) soup, please’ - this time with the correct( ) pronundation — and he
gave me the soup. | paid and went back to the house and said to the landlady( ), pronouncing( )
very( ) carefully( ), ‘Here’s your soup, and | bought you this soap as a present( ),’ and she said,
‘Ooh, thank you very much, that's very( ) nice of youl'

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and practise reading the story aloud.




PRONUNCIATION

PRONOUNCING “S” ENDINGS

[image: image2.png]We use -s (or -es) endings in four different ways.

« in plural nouns: Why have you got three phones on your desk?

« in verbs: She phones him every day.

« in possessives: Have you got Maria’s phone number?

= in the contractions of is and has: The phone’s ringing. The film’s started.

743 When we add an -s (or -es) ending to a word, the number of syllables in the word sometimes
stays the same. Listen.

day I'm staying for a day. (1 syllable)
days I'm staying for two days. (1 syllable)
@ But sometimes we add an extra syllable to the pronunciation. Listen.
match  Have you got a match? (1 syllable)
matches  Have you got any matches? (2 syllables)

m @ Listen and notice the number of syllables in the words on the left.

number of syllables
1

It's time to go.

Hit the ball and watch where it goes. |
| When does the course finish?

| Do you know when the course finishes?

| Have you met George?
It's George's birthday. |
We're waiting for the train.

| George
| George's

The train's late again.
Open the box.

Open the boxes.
That's the boss.
That's the boss's office.
Is this your glove?
Are these your gloves?
Which is the right page?
This book's got 120 pages.

gloves
| page
| pages

[ Y Y P Y N U ™ ) ) Y I P Y

The rule is that we add an extra syllable if the last sound in the word is one of these:
15t 120 111 150 1S 1ded

If the last sound is a vowel, or any other consonant, the number of syllables stays the same.

A Note: We don't contract is or has after [</ [2] [[] 3/ [ [] |3]. Listen.

@ The tood’s good. The service is good.
The game’s started. The match has started.
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Exercises

Complete these sentences with the correct forms of the verbs and nouns.

1 Let’s see who ... £inishes . (finish) these .................. (exercise) first.

2 The bar s (ClOSE) when the last customer ... (l€ave).

3 Don’t make ... (promise) you can’t keep.

4 Nobody < (UISE) @ typewriter nowadays, do they?

5 My dad’s so tall that when he ........... (reach) his hand up he . (touch) the
ceiling.

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen again and repeat.

Look at the family tree and complete the sentences.

George & Joan Birch
James Joyce & Mike Jones
Dennis Tom
EXAMPLE Joyce ......... Y- T George.'s.daughter. .. — souce is Georae’s daugnter.
1 Joyce and Mike .o DEANES e
2 Tom S T I—
3 James and JOYCE .o ~ Mr and Mrs Birch.oo
4 Dennis ... GEOIEE s
5 JOYCe . MKE JONES s

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen again and repeat.

Look at the picture and answer the questions below.

Now complete the sentences.
EXAMPLE Whose is the hat? EXAMPLE The hats.dogee’s .
1 Whose is the camera? 7 The CAMEra .ooeeercrres
2 Whose are the skis? 8 The jacket s
3 Whose is the map? — 9 The ShOES e
4 Whose is the jacket? SRS 10 The skis
5 Whose are the shoes? 11 The SUitcase .o
6 Whose is the suitcase? sssmeEm - 12 The map e
Listen to check your answers. 78 Listen to check your answers. Check with

the Key. Then listen and repeat.




1.6. PRONOUNCING PAST TENSE
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Important:
~or lis4 ening

To make the past tense of a regular verb, you add the ending -ed:

look = looked explain = explained

or just -d if there is already a letter e at the end of the infinitive:
live = lived

Normally, the number of syllables stays the same.

look (1 syllable) looked (1 syllable)
explain (2 syllables) explained (2 syllables)
live (1 syllable) lived (1 syllable)

Listen.

Look at this!

I looked everywhere.
Can you explain this for me, please?

I explained it but they didn’t understand.
Where do you live?

We lived in the country.

If it’s difficult for you to say the -ed ending without adding an extra syllable, you can imagine
the -ed is at the start of the next word. For example, say I looked everywhere like this:

I look teverywhere

and say I explained it like this:

1 explain dit

But if the infinitive of the verb ends with /d/ or /i/, the -ed or -d ending adds an extra syllable:
wait = waited

hate = hated

wait (1 syllable) waited (2 syllables)
hate (1 syllable) hated (2 syllables)

Listen.
Wait here, please.
We waited half an hour.

I hate waiting
I hated school.

' Sometimes you don't hear the -ed ending clearly. This happens when the next word starts with a
consonant. Listen.

I look(ed) there.
We liv{ed) near the park.
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Exercises

Listen and mark the verbs with a tick (v) if you can hear the -ed ending clearly, and a cross (X) if
you can't.

1 1 watched an interesting film.
2 I watched the news. []
3 1 walked to the end of the road. []

4 The car stopped in the middle of the road. []
5 1 phoned the police. []

6 They helped me a lot. []
7 They asked a lot of questions. []
8 It rained all day. []

Check with the Key. Then listen again and repeat.

Listen and circle the word you hear.

1 They play / played very well.

2 We clean / cleaned all the rooms.

3 We always cook / cooked a big meal for the whole family.
4 1 need | needed some help with the housework.

5 1listen / listened to the radio.

6 1 want | wanted to have a word with you.

7 They arrive | arrived early in the morning.

8 1 never miss / missed the lesson.

Check with the Key. Then listen again and repeat.

Listen and complete these sentences with the verb form you hear - present or past.

Linisned _ before the others.
my name wrong.

a bit of onion to the recipe.
those people but they always ..
the music in the film.

for hours and hours.

your house on my way to work.
.. by the sea.

1 We usually .

Check with the Key. Then listen again and repeat.

Listen to this poem.

I wanted to go to the Friday night show.

It started at eight — didn’t want to be late.

| walked into town, found the place and sat down.
First in the queue, and nothing to do.

! waited for hours. It rained - a few showers.

A friend passed and asked me, ‘Why are you here?
Come down to the pub and we'll have a few beers!
| remembered just then that Thursday was when
he went for a drink, and | started to think ...
Thursday?

Listen again and repeat. Speak with the same
rhythm as the recording.
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